
Kritische Diskussion schwarzer Frauen / farbiger Frauen mit Bewegung der slut walks. 

Im Anhang die englischen Dokumente. 

 
 
Zusammenfassung der AF3IRM Antwort zu den SlutWalks: 
  
AF3IRM Mitglieder (Im/Migranten aus Lateinamerika, Asien und Afrika) haben den Aufruf 
zu den Slutwalks lange diskutiert. Zwar begrüßte man den Aufwand der Veranstalter, fühlte 
sich aber unsicher bezüglich der Antwort. 
Sie sehen sich selbst als Hauptopfer von Gewalt an Frauen, von sexueller Gewalt, Ver-
schleppung, Prostitution. Sie sind und waren historisch gesehen die „sluts“ (Schlampen), 
die von Dealern, Zuhältern und anderen „Autoritäten“ im globalen Sexhandel für $ 20 Milli-
arden jährlich ausgebeutet wurden. Darum können sie den Begriff in Referenz zu ihnen 
selbst und ihrem Kampf gegen sexuelle Gewalt und für die Befreiung der Frauen nicht ak-
zeptieren. 
Sie möchten die Organisatoren und Teilnehmer daran erinnern, dass der Kampf der Frau-
en nicht monochromatisch (einfarbig) geführt werden könne und sollte. 
Aus diesen Gründen sollte der Sprachgebrauch überdacht werden, da er farbige Frauen 
abstoße. 
Durch Kolonialisierung, Sexismus und Rassismus wurde und wird farbigen Frauen den 
Begriff „slut“ aufgestempelt, werden sie als solche behandelt. Daher sei die Idee an einem 
slutwalk teilzunehmen für sie eine große Last auf der Brust, nehme ihnen den Atem, töte 
sie. Sie lehnen dieses Label, diese Identität ab und bevorzugen es dafür zu kämpfen, dass 
Wörter wie diese aus dem Vokabular gestrichen werden und dafür, dass die Gesellschaft, 
die solche Sprache möglich und gesellschaftsfähig gemacht, ausgerottet wird. 
„Wir sind keine Schlampen. Wir sind Frauen, deren Kämpfe sehr vielschichtig sind, die 
versuchen den vorherrschenden Blick auf Frauen als Objekte und Waren für Profit und Un-
terhaltung zu beenden. AF3IRm hofft dass dies als eine Grundlage der Diskussion mit den 
Slut Walk Organisatoren dient, denn um die von uns gewünschte egalitäre Gesellschaft zu 
erreichen, brauchen wir, werden wir brauchen und haben wir immer eine Bewegung von 
Frauen aller Hautfarben brauchen. “ 
  
Mariposa: 
Wir Frauen mit afrikanischer Abstammung loben die Organisatoren für ihre breite Mobili-
sierung gegen die Beschuldigungen und Unterdrückung von Opfern von sexueller Gewalt. 
Vergewaltigungen haben nichts mit Kleidung, Klasse oder Hautfarbe usw. zu tun – keiner 
verdient es vergewaltigt zu werden. 
Aber wir sind sehr besorgt. Als schwarze Frauen und Mädchen sehen wir für keinen Platz  
bei den Slut Walks. Wir sind perplex aufgrund der Benutzung des Begriffs „slut“. Aufgrund 
der Geschichte von Sklaverei, Vergewaltigungen und Lynchmorden weckt der Begriff „slut“ 
andere Assoziationen für schwarze Frauen. Wir sehen uns und unsere Erfahrungen in 
Slutwalks nicht reflektiert und besonders nicht unter diesem Label. 
Wir kämpfen seit dem 19. Jh. gegen den sexistischen/rassistischen Sprachgebrauch von 
slut u.a. 
Wir können uns wollen uns nicht selbst als „sluts“ darstellen und unseren Mädchen die 
Botschaft vermitteln, dass wir uns selbst als solche identifizieren und wollen Männern und 



Jungs nicht ermutigen den Begriff weiter zu verbreiten, indem wir ihn durch Aufdrucke auf 
T-Shirts, Buttons und Flugblättern normalisieren. 
Wir fordern die Organisatoren auf farbige Frauen in den notwendigen und richtigen Kampf 
mit einzubeziehen, dass über eine Namensänderung nachgedacht wird. Fordern, dass 
weitere Aktionen gegen die Trivialisierung von Vergewaltigungen durchgeführt werden, 
dass im Sinne einer revolutionären Bewegung für das Ende von sexuellen Übergriffen, 
Vergewaltigungsmythen und –Kultur ein kritischerer, strategischerer und nachhaltigerer 
Plan entwickelt wird für ein gemeinsames NEIN gegen Gewalt an Frauen. 
Wir würden ein Treffen mit den Slutwalk Organisatoren und eine kritische Diskussion über 
weitere Strategien begrüßen wird. Fordern, dass weitere Aktionen gegen die Trivialisierung 
von Vergewaltigungen durchgeführt werden, dass im Sinne einer revolutionären Bewe-
gung für das Ende von sexuellen Übergriffen, Vergewaltigungsmythen und –Kultur ein kri-
tischerer, strategischerer und nachhaltigerer Plan entwickelt wird für ein gemeinsames 
NEIN gegen Gewalt an Frauen. 
Wir würden ein Treffen mit den Slutwalk Organisatoren und eine kritische Diskussion über 
weitere Strategien begrüßen. 
 
 

Anhang 1 Originaldokumente in Englisch: 
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1.  AF3IRM Responds to SlutWalk:  

2.  The Women’s Movement Is Not Monochromatic. 
    
From the moment the first call for a SlutWalk in the US went out, the AF3IRM membership – transnational 

women who are im/migrants or whose families are im/migrants from Latin America, Asia, and Africa – has 

been analyzing and discussing this burgeoning movement to address the issue of sexual violence and con-

tinuing victimization of rape victims by police, the justice system and other agents of authority.  

It is a testament to the compelling nature of SlutWalk’s call against women’s victimization that we hung fire 

for months, hammering out our position and analyzing why, while we applaud the effort of those who organ-

ize SlutWalk, we remain uneasy about responding to such a call.  

We realize that we are the ones who compose the majority of sex trafficking victims in this country, who 

comprise the majority of those sold in the mail-order-bride system, who are the commodities offered in 

brothel houses ringing US military bases in and out of this country, who are the goods offered for sexual vio-

lation in prostitution. We who are and historically have been the “sluts” from whom traffickers, pimps, and 

other “authorities” of the global corporate sex trade realize $20 billion in earnings annually cannot, with a 

clear conscience, accept the term in reference to ourselves and our struggle against sexual violence and for 

women’s liberation.  

We therefore feel it is our responsibility to address the organizers and participants of SlutWalk and remind 

them that Women’s Struggle Cannot and Should not Be Monochromatic.  

 

  



Our Concerns 

We call upon the SlutWalk steering committee to reassess language use and re-examine how it is, in a sense, 

offensive to our history, how it is neglectful of historical and cultural sensitivity and competency. Indolent 

ideology only further pushes transnational women, women of color, away from the current mainstream femi-

nist narrative. It prevents us from establishing a broad front that can create a powerfully dynamic and long-

lasting women’s movement.  The ebb-and-surge of the women’s movement in the US is clear enough an in-

dictment of such neglect of the historic particularities of the condition of transnational women and women of 

color.   

 Our collective transnational histories are comprised of 500 years of colonization. As women and descen-

dants of women from Latin America, Asia, and Africa, we cannot truly “reclaim” the word “Slut”. It was 

never ours to begin with. This label is one forced upon us by colonizers, who transformed our women into 

commodities and for the entertainment of US soldiers occupying our countries for corporate America.  There 

are many variations of the label “slut”:  in Central America it was “little brown fucking machines (LBFMs), 

in places in Asia like the Philippines, it was “little brown fucking machines powered by rice (LBFMPBRs).  

These events continue to this day, and it would be a grievous dishonor to our cousins who continue to strug-

gle against imperialism, globalization and occupation in our families’ countries of origin to accept a label 

coming from a white police officer in the city of Toronto, Canada.    

There are two pervasive pejorative words used for women globally, and “slut,” puta (in Spanish, Tagalog), 

sharmoota (Arabic), Jendeh (Farsi), Ahbeh (Lebanese) - is one.  This label has become integrated in our lan-

guages and cultures, and has followed us across oceans into our own communities here in the United States. 

It has followed the poisonous spread of feudalism and capitalism into the economies and ultimately cultures 

of the global South, building its own systems of power and exploitation of women’s bodies. It has followed 

us into migration and still plagues us in our communities here in the United States. Women are treated and 

dismissed as “sluts”, “putas”, etc., as a product of both the structurally racist and sexist US society, as well as 

transplanted cultures from our families’ countries of origin. 

We invite you, organizers of SlutWalk, to study how many times im/migrant women of color have been co-

erced into sex by immigration personnel, by border patrols, by jailors.  Surely that will suffice to underscore 

why even the idea of joining a SlutWalk is like a massive boulder on our chests, squeezing out our breath, 

killing us, in effect.  

We invite you, SlutWalk organizers, to peruse the catalog of women offered to men by mail-order bride 

agencies.  Surely that would suffice to underscore why joining a SlutWalk would be equal to accepting an 

identity conferred on our being by this sexist, exploitative society of violence.  

We invite you, SlutWalk organizers, to walk the brothel houses and see how our women are treated truly as 

“sluts” – i.e., mindless flesh with orifices from which profit can be made.  Surely that would suffice to un-

derscore why every fiber in our mind and being scream in protest at the word.  

AF3IRM rejects this label; AFIIRM refuses this identity; AF3IRM views it as an abomination.  It has been 

used to exacerbate class-exploitation, race and gender discrimination.  AF3IRM prefers to work to eradicate 

it from the common vocabulary, along with other five-letter, four-letter, words derogatory of the humanity of 

womankind. More, AF3IRM works to eradicate the material social conditions which have made these words 

possible and acceptable.  

We are not sluts.  We are women, whose struggles are very much layered, trying to end the pervasive view of 

women as objects and commodities for profit and entertainment. 

AF3IRM hopes this will serve as a basis for a dialogue with the Slut Walk organizers, because to achieve the 

egalitarian society we all aspire for, we need, will need, and have always needed a movement of women of 



all colors.  

Thank you and we await your response.  

  
Email: chair@af3irm.org 
Website: www.af3irm.org  
Phone: (323) 356-4748 
 
Association of Filipinas, Feminists Fighting Imperialism, Re-feudalization, and Marginaliza-
tion (AF3IRM) 
 
 

Anhang 2 Originaldokumente in Englisch: 
 

Twitter: MariAlli 
Call: Build the alliance of transnational women! 

PERCH HIGH, SEE FARTHER! 
  
AF3IRM (Association of Filipinas, Feminists Fighting Imperialism, Re-feudalization & Margina-
lization) endorses this Open Letter.   
  
September 23, 2011 
An Open Letter from Black Women to the SlutWalk  
by Black Women's Blueprint 
  
We the undersigned women of African descent and anti-violence advocates, activists, scholars, organiza-
tional and spiritual leaders wish to address the SlutWalk. First, we commend the organizers on their bold 
and vast mobilization to end the shaming and blaming of sexual assault victims for violence committed 
against them by other members of society. We are proud to be living in this moment in time where girls 
and boys have the opportunity to witness the acts of extraordinary women resisting oppression and chal-
lenging the myths that feed rape culture everywhere. 
The police officer’s comments in Toronto that ignited the organizing of the first SlutWalk and served to 
trivialize, omit and dismiss women’s continuous experiences of sexual exploitation, assault, and oppres-
sion are an attack upon our collective spirits. Whether the dismissal of rape and other violations of a 
woman’s body be driven by her mode of dress, line of work, level of intoxication, her class, and in cases 
of Black and brown bodies—her race, we are in full agreement that no one deserves to be raped. 
The Issue At Hand 
We are deeply concerned. As Black women and girls we find no space in SlutWalk, no space for partici-
pation and to unequivocally denounce rape and sexual assault as we have experienced it. We are perple-
xed by the use of the term “slut” and by any implication that this word, much like the word “Ho” or the 
“N” word should be re-appropriated. The way in which we are perceived and what happens to us before, 
during and after sexual assault crosses the boundaries of our mode of dress. Much of this is tied to our 
particular history. In the United States, where slavery constructed Black female sexualities, Jim Crow 
kidnappings, rape and lynchings, gender misrepresentations, and more recently, where the Black female 
immigrant struggle combine, “slut” has different associations for Black women. We do not recognize 
ourselves nor do we see our lived experiences reflected within SlutWalk and especially not in its brand 
and its label. 
As Black women, we do not have the privilege or the space to call ourselves “slut” without validating 
the already historically entrenched ideology and recurring messages about what and who the Black wo-
man is. We don’t have the privilege to play on destructive representations burned in our collective 
minds, on our bodies and souls for generations. Although we understand the valid impetus behind the 
use of the word “slut” as language to frame and brand an anti-rape movement, we are gravely concer-
ned. For us the trivialization of rape and the absence of justice are viciously intertwined with narratives 
of sexual surveillance, legal access and availability to our personhood. It is tied to institutionalized ideo-



logy about our bodies as sexualized objects of property, as spectacles of sexuality and deviant sexual 
desire. It is tied to notions about our clothed or unclothed bodies as unable to be raped whether on the 
auction block, in the fields or on living room television screens. The perception and wholesale acceptan-
ce of speculations about what the Black woman wants, what she needs and what she deserves has truly, 
long crossed the boundaries of her mode of dress. 
We know the SlutWalk is a call to action and we have heard you. Yet we struggle with the decision to 
answer this call by joining with or supporting something that even in name exemplifies the ways in 
which mainstream women’s movements have repeatedly excluded Black women even in spaces where 
our participation is most critical. We are still struggling with the how, why and when and ask at what 
impasse should the SlutWalk have included substantial representation of Black women in the building 
and branding of this U.S. based movement to challenge rape culture? 
Black women in the U.S. have worked tirelessly since the 19th century colored women’s clubs to rid 
society of the sexist/racist vernacular of slut, jezebel, hottentot, mammy, mule, sapphire; to build our 
sense of selves and redefine what women who look like us represent. Although we vehemently support a 
woman’s right to wear whatever she wants anytime, anywhere, within the context of a “SlutWalk” we 
don’t have the privilege to walk through the streets of New York City, Detroit, D.C., Atlanta, Chicago, 
Miami, L.A. etc., either half-naked or fully clothed self-identifying as “sluts” and think that this will 
make women safer in our communities an hour later, a month later, or a year later. Moreover, we are ca-
reful not to set a precedent for our young girls by giving them the message that we can self-identify as 
“sluts” when we’re still working to annihilate the word “ho”, which deriving from the word “hooker” or 
“whore”, as in “Jezebel whore” was meant to dehumanize. Lastly, we do not want to encourage our 
young men, our Black fathers, sons and brothers to reinforce Black women’s identities as “sluts” by 
normalizing the term on t-shirts, buttons, flyers and pamphlets. 
The personal is political. For us, the problem of trivialized rape and the absence of justice are intertwi-
ned with race, gender, sexuality, poverty, immigration and community. As Black women in America, we 
are careful not to forget this or we may compromise more than we are able to recover. Even if only in 
name, we cannot afford to label ourselves, to claim identity, to chant dehumanizing rhetoric against our-
selves in any movement.  We can learn from successful movements like the Civil Rights movement, 
from Women’s Suffrage, the Black Nationalist and Black Feminist movements that we can make change 
without resorting to the taking-back of words that were never ours to begin with, but in fact heaved 
upon us in a process of dehumanization and devaluation. 
What We Ask 
Sisters from Toronto, rape and sexual assault is a radical weapon of oppression and we are in full 
agreement that it requires radical people and radical strategies to counter it. In that spirit, and because 
there is so much work to be done and great potential to do it together, we ask that the SlutWalk be even 
more radical and break from what has historically been the erasure of Black women and their particular 
needs, their struggles as well as their potential and contributions to feminist movements and all other 
movements. 
Women in the United States are racially and ethnically diverse. Every tactic to gain civil and human 
rights must not only consult and consider women of color, but it must equally center all our experiences 
and our communities in the construction, launching, delivery and sustainment of that movement. 
We ask that SlutWalk take critical steps to become cognizant of the histories of people of color and en-
gage women of color in ways that respect culture, language and context.  
We ask that SlutWalk consider engaging in a re-branding and re-labeling process and believe that given 
the current popularity of the Walk, its thousands of followers will not abandon the movement simply 
because it has changed its label. 
We ask that the organizers participating in the SlutWalk take further action to end the trivialization of 
rape at every level of society. Take action to end the use of the word “rape” as if it were a metaphor and 
also take action to end the use of language invented to perpetuate racist/sexist structures and intended to 
dehumanize and devalue. 
In the spirit of building a revolutionary movement to end sexual assault, end rape myths and end rape 
culture, we ask that SlutWalk move forward in true authenticity and solidarity to organize beyond the 
marches and demonstrations as SlutWalk. Develop a more critical, a more strategic and sustainable plan 
for bringing women together to demand countries, communities, families and individuals uphold each 
others human right to bodily integrity and collectively speak a resounding NO to violence against 



women. 
We would welcome a meeting with the organizers of SlutWalk to discuss the intrinsic potential in its 
global reach and the sheer number of followers it has energized. We’d welcome the opportunity to en-
gage in critical conversation with the organizers of SlutWalk about strategies for remaining accountable 
to the thousands of women and men, marchers it left behind in Brazil, in New Delhi, South Korea and 
elsewhere—marchers who continue to need safety and resources, marchers who went back home to their 
communities and their lives. We would welcome a conversation about the work ahead and how this can 
be done together with groups across various boundaries, to end sexual assault beyond the marches. 
As women of color standing at the intersection of race, gender, sexuality, class and more, we will con-
tinue to be relentless in the struggle to dismantle the unacceptable systems of oppression that designedly 
besiege our everyday lives. We will continue to fight for the development of policies and initiatives that 
prioritize the primary prevention of sexual assault, respect women and individual rights, agency and 
freedoms and holds offenders accountable. We will consistently demand justice whether under govern-
mental law, at community levels, or via community strategies for those who have been assaulted; and 
organize to end sexual assaults of persons from all walks of life, all genders, all sexualities, all races, all 
ethnicity, all histories. 
Signed by: The Board of Directors and Board of Advisors, Black Women’s Blueprint 
 
 
 
 
 


